ADOPTED - NOVEMBER 14, 2017

AGENDA ITEM NO. 15

Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE CONTROLLER/ADMINISTRATOR TO CONDUCT A RFP PROCESS TO SELECT LEGAL COUNSEL TO REPRESENT INGHAM COUNTY IN LITIGATION AGAINST MANUFACTURERS AND WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS OF OPIOIDS
RESOLUTION # 17 – 430

WHEREAS, opiate/opioid abuse, addiction, morbidity and mortality has created a serious public health and safety crisis in Ingham County and is a public nuisance; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has the authority to take action to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Ingham County; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has expended, is expending, and will continue to expend in the future County public funds to respond to the serious public health and safety crisis involving opioid/opiate abuse, addiction, morbidity and mortality in Ingham County; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners may sue to obtain any money due the County; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has received information that indicates that the manufacturers and wholesale distributors of controlled substances who dispensed or otherwise caused opioids to be diverted into Ingham County may have violated Federal and State laws and regulations that were enacted to prevent the diversion of legally produced controlled substances into the illicit market; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Ingham County will benefit from the retention of special outside counsel to investigate and pursue, if appropriate, County claims against the manufacturers  and/or wholesale distributors of controlled substances in Ingham County, on a contingent fee basis, wherein there is no attorney fee or reimbursement of litigation expenses if there is no recovery.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is directed to conduct a RFP process, and bring forward a recommendation for legal counsel to represent Ingham County in litigation against manufacturers and wholesale distributors of opioids.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Tennis, Sebolt, Nolan, McGrain, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Anthony, Banas     Approved  11/06/2017
